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Mount Saint Helens in Washington state released thick plumes of steam and gray
ash Friday, following warnings from scientists that an eruption could be coming.
A 1980 eruption killed 57 people. However, scientists say another devastating
eruption is unlikely.

Thousands of small to moderate earthquakes during the past week alerted
scientists that something is happening beneath the lava dome of the Mount Saint
Helens crater. A section of glacier near the southern edge of the dome fractured
and began rising Thursday.

Friday's eruption was the first in 18 years, and geophysicist Evelyn Roeloffs of the
U.S. Geological Survey says it was well below the levels of the devastating event
of 1980. She says ground movement should provide warning if a larger eruption
OCCurs.

"We were not envisioning a major eruption at this point, so it's possible that this
is all that's going to happen. However, we're not going to presume that, and we
certainly are pretty sure that we're not going to have anything else happening
without some more increased seismic activity."

Major eruptions of Mount Saint Helens in May 1980, blew off the top of the
mountain, destroying 200 homes and flattening the foliage for many kilometers.
Fifty-seven people, including loggers, campers, reporters and scientists, lost
their lives. Volanic dust was scattered over much of the northwestern United
States, disrupting commerce.
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Many trails and campgrounds in the area have been closed in recent days, but
onlookers have flocked to a volcano observatory just eight kilometers from the
crater. Officials worry that if a larger eruption occurs, it could cloud the skies
with dust and ash and possibly disrupt air traffic in the region.

o US Politics
o Immigration
o All About America

o Silicon Valley And Technology

o Africa

o The Americas

o East Asia Pacific
o Europe

o Middle East

o South & Central Asia

o Arts & Culture

o Day In Photos

o Economy & Business
o Extremism Watch

o Press Freedom

o Science & Health

o VOA StudentU

o VOA Connect

o Refugees
https://www.voanews.com/archive/steam-erupts-northwestern-us-volcano-2004-10-01?amp

2/3


https://www.voanews.com/usa
https://www.voanews.com/usa/us-politics
https://www.voanews.com/usa/immigration
https://www.voanews.com/usa/all-about-america
https://www.voanews.com/silicon-valley-technology
https://www.voanews.com/africa
https://www.voanews.com/americas
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific
https://www.voanews.com/europe
https://www.voanews.com/middle-east
https://www.voanews.com/south-central-asia
https://www.voanews.com/arts-culture
https://www.voanews.com/day-photos
https://www.voanews.com/economy-business
https://www.voanews.com/extremism-watch
https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom
https://www.voanews.com/science-health
https://www.voanews.com/student-union
https://www.voanews.com/voa-connect
https://www.voanews.com/refugees

7/17/2020 Steam Erupts from Northwestern US Volcano - 2004-10-01 | Voice of America - English

¢ VOICE OF AMERICA

o About VOA

o Contact VOA

o Terms Of Use And Privacy Notice
o Accessibility

o Get Our Mobile App

o Usage Requests

o VOA Around The World

o VOA Pronunciation Guide
o Media Relations

o Listen On The Radio

o Satellite Schedule

o Subscribe To Our Newsletters

https://www.voanews.com/archive/steam-erupts-northwestern-us-volcano-2004-10-01?amp 3/3


https://www.voanews.com/refugees
https://www.insidevoa.com/p/5831.html
https://www.insidevoa.com/p/5621.html
https://www.voanews.com/terms-use-and-privacy-notice
https://www.voanews.com/section-508
https://www.voanews.com/voas-free-app-mobile-and-tablet-devices
http://www.insidevoa.com/p/5719.html
https://www.voanews.com/voa-around-world
http://pronounce.voanews.com/
http://www.insidevoa.com/
https://www.voanews.com/voa-broadcast-frequency-schedules
http://direct.voa24.news/english/portal/broadcast-schedule
https://www.voanews.com/subscribe

