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The status of women in society is an issue all over the world, including in the
United States, where a new report details indicators that American women are
still not equal to American men.

The Institute of Women's Policy Research Tuesday released its fifth biennial
report outlining the current state of American women in all 50 U.S. states and
the District of Columbia.

In presenting the wide-ranging survey, Institute president Heidi Hartmann said
researchers looked at women's lives in five broad categories.

"Political participation, employment and earnings, social and economic
autonomy, reproductive rights, and, since 2000, health and well-being," she said.

Ms. Hartmann said on two main concrete indicators, wages and political
representation, women in the United States are still behind men. She said on
average, women make 76 cents for every dollar men make. She added that
women hold only about 15 percent of the seats in both houses of the U.S.
Congress.

"Overall, we have calculated that at the rate things are changing, it will be 50
years before women's paychecks equal men's. And it will be nearly a century
before women take an equal share of seats in the U.S. Congress," she added.

Ms. Hartmann said for the first time, the report broke out information by race
and ethnicity within each state and found that minority women fare even worse
than white women in the United States.
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"In eight states and the District of Columbia, for example, Hispanic women earn
less than half of what white men earn for full-time, year-round work. To achieve
earnings equality with men, it will take African-American women 75 years, not
50, and Asian-American women 135 years, if the rate of progress remains the
same, as it has been since 1989," she said. "With respect to political
representation, Asian and Native American women have no voting
representation in the U.S. Congress at all."

She said she hopes the second Bush administration will raise the U.S. minimum
wage, which is currently $5.15 per hour.

Alma Morales Riojas, president of a Hispanic organization called MANA and C.
Nicole Mason, of the National Women's Alliance, raised healthcare concerns.

"Health is at the top of the list," said Ms. Riojas.  "The incidence of diabetes
amongst the Latinos is extremely high and not enough is being done to take care
of it."

"I just wanted to emphasize the need for more funding for research, particularly
around the health disparities around HIV and AIDS, cancer and other ailments,
with a particular attention towards understanding the needs and concerns of
women and girls of color [minority women]," said Ms. Mason.

Improving women's access to education and to affordable housing were also
high on the women's agenda.
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America's Police Departments
Aim to Put More Women on the
Force
Although more American women are becoming
police officers, their numbers have only
reached about 78,000, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau. Many law enforcement agencies
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are working hard to recruit more women.
Among them is the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
County police department

By Jaime Bedrin
Thu, 10/29/2009 - 20:26

Archive

Students Bring a World of
Languages to the American
Heartland
The hallways of Northeast High School in
Kansas City are typical of most urban high
schools: crowded, noisy and packed with just
about every imaginable kind of teenager. They
are tall and short?slim, medium and stout?
black, white and Asian. Near a red-haired,
skinny kid with an attempt at a beard, there's a
group of dark-eyed girls wearing Muslim
headscarves.  But it's the medley of languages
that identifies Northeast as a …

By Steve Bell
Sat, 10/31/2009 - 01:33
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U.S. Military Women Closer Than
Ever to Combat Zone
A growing number of American women are
joining the U.S. Armed Forces to serve in an
ever wider array of duties. In the past decade,
they have eroded one of the last remaining
barriers in the military by entering the combat
zone. Zlatica Hoke reports there is strong
support for women in this role, but there is also
resistance. The capture and rescue of Private
Jessica Lynch in the earlier stages of the Iraq
War and subsequent involvement of Private
Lynndie England in the…
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US-Based Filmmakers Give
Ordinary Iraqis a Chance to
Document Their Lives
A new video documentary about life in Iraq
opened recently in selected theaters across the
United States. For Voices of Iraq, three Los
Angeles-based filmmakers sent 150 hand-held
video cameras into the war-torn country to
give Iraqi citizens a chance to talk about their
experiences before and after the fall of Saddam
Hussein. The result was 450 hours of raw video
edited into an 80…
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