
9/4/2020 EU Suspends Sanctions Against Cuba, Hails Iraq Poll Success | Voice of America - English

https://www.voanews.com/archive/eu-suspends-sanctions-against-cuba-hails-iraq-poll-success 1/4

Archive

EU Suspends Sanctions
Against Cuba, Hails Iraq Poll
Success
By Roger Wilkison
October 30, 2009 05:02 PM

European Union foreign ministers, meeting in Brussels, have suspended
diplomatic sanctions against Cuba, following the communist country's release of
several political dissidents. The ministers also hailed what they called the
courage and determination of Iraqis who voted in Sunday's elections.

The European Union says it is ready to give Cuba a chance to improve its human
rights record and move gradually toward a more pluralistic society.

It has thus lifted measures imposed a year-and-a-half ago that virtually froze
normal diplomatic relations between the communist island and the 25-nation
bloc.

Those measures, imposed after Cuba cracked down on opponents of the Fidel
Castro regime, included a ban on high-level contacts. The Europeans also
angered the Cubans by inviting dissidents to functions at their embassies in
Havana.

Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn, whose country holds the rotating
EU presidency, says the bloc decided to change its policy toward Cuba after the
authorities on the island released 14 of 75 dissidents, whose imprisonment
sparked the E.U. sanctions.

He says he and his colleagues stress the need to support a process in Cuba that
will lead to democratic pluralism and respect for human rights and basic
freedoms.
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But he also said that the EU will review the suspension of sanctions within the
next five months, after closely monitoring the results of its new policy.

The EU also was full of praise for what its foreign policy chief, Javier Solana,
called the courageous attitude of most Iraqis in defying insurgent attacks and
taking part in Sunday's national elections.

Mr. Solana says Iraq's move toward democracy will result in more EU aid for the
country, especially help in drafting a constitution and training the judiciary. But
he underlines the need for the constitutional assembly that emerges from the
vote to protect the interests of Iraq's Sunni Muslim minority, which failed to turn
out in large numbers at the polls.

"The constitutional process should be done so that all sensitivities that exist in
Iraq participate in the draft of the constitution," said Mr. Solana. "That would be
the best guarantee that stability is achieved within the territorial integrity of the
country."

Even EU countries that opposed the Iraq war, like France and Germany, declared
the vote a success, but indicated there is a long way to go before Iraq can be
stabilized.
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32 Cuban Migrants Land in Florida
Keys
Thirty-two Cuban migrants have landed on a
small island in the Florida Keys. Coast Guard
spokeswoman Sandra Bartlett said Friday the
migrants were found on an uninhabited strip of
land. She said the Coast Guard picked up the
Cubans and handed them over to the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection agency. A
border protection spokesman said Friday the 32
were in good health. He said the migrants told
him they left Cuba Monday and arrived on the
island Thursday night. …
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Rights Group Calls on EU to
Support Cuban Dissidents
An international journalists' rights group has
called on the European Union to maintain its
support for Cuban dissidents. In a statement
released Friday, the Paris-based Reporters
without Borders called Cuba the world's biggest
prison for the press after China. The group
criticized the EU Committee on Latin America's
recommendation to reestablish cooperation
with Cuban authorities. It said resumption of
dialogue with the communist nation would
not…
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Iran Loans Cuba $26 Million
Iran is loaning cash-strapped Cuba $26 Million.
The loan is part of a bilateral cooperation
agreement between the two countries covering
key areas such as banking, farming and
biotechnology. Cuba's state-run newspaper
Granma Friday reported details of the
agreement.  The newspaper says Iran will offer
Cuba assistance and equipment to help it fight
the effects of a drought plaguing the eastern
portion of the island. In return, Havana…
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EU Unveils Plans to Re-Launch
Economic Reforms
Five years ago, the EU adopted what it called
the Lisbon Agenda, a bold plan to become the
world's leading, knowledge-based economy by
2010. But the new European Commission under
former Portuguese Prime Minister Jose Manuel
Durao Barroso has dropped that idea because it
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is simply not realistic. Europe's growth and
employment rates have lagged behind those of
the United States for the past decade, and there
is strong political and trade union resistance
in…
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