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Delegates at the annual session of China's National People's Congress have
approved Chinese President Hu Jintao as head of the government's largely
figurehead military body, completing a peaceful leadership transition that began
more than two years ago. Mr. Hu replaces Jiang Zemin, who was China's
president from 1993 until 2003.

With 2,886 'yes' votes, six against and five abstaining, Chinese lawmakers on
Sunday named President Hu Jintao the new chairman of the State Central
Military Commission, a government body.

Mr. Hu, head of state for two years, has also been head of the more powerful
Communist Party Central Military Commission since last September, so
Sunday's vote making him head of the governmental military body was seen as
largely ceremonial.

However, analysts see the move as significant, because it marks the second time
in succession that China's transfer of power has been smooth - in this case, from
former President Jiang Zemin and former Premier Zhu Rongji to Mr. Hu and
Prime Minister Wen Jiabao.

Previous leadership transitions of the People's Republic of China were marked by
power struggles, purges and, at times, severe violence.

Bruce Jacobs is an Asian studies professor at Monash University in Melbourne,
Australia. While analysts have hailed the growing maturity of the Chinese
Communist Party, Mr. Jacobs points out that a peaceful transition and a
democratic transition are not necessarily the same thing.
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"Like the last one, it's been reasonably smooth," he said. "Of course, it's an
autocratic transition. It's a transition that was decided only by the top very few
in the party. It's certainly not a democratic transition where the people have any
say at all."

Professor Jacobs and other observers also see the event as marking the moment
at which Hu Jintao has fully taken over military matters from Mr. Jiang, and
assumed uncontested control over military decision-making.

"In the past, since he didn't actually chair the military committee, major military
decisions would have still been subject to the leadership of Jiang Zemin, but now
that that transition has taken place, Hu Jintao has leadership of that area," he
said.

Unambiguous leadership of the military is seen as crucial at a time when China's
communist leaders are enacting an anti-secession law that says Beijing may
resort to "non-peaceful" means, if necessary, to reunite Taiwan with the
mainland. Deputies are expected to pass the law at the final session of the
National People's Congress on Monday.

In its two years in office, Mr. Hu's administration has sought to modernize the
military with manpower cutbacks and the installation of high-technology
systems. This month, officials announced a boost of more than 12 percent in
defense spending for 2005.
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France Says EU Delegation Will
Press China Embargo Issue in
Washington
France's defense minister said in Washington
Thursday that the European Union will send a
delegation to the United States next week to try
to convince officials to accept the union's plan
to stop enforcing the arms embargo against
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China. French Defense Minister Michele Alliot-
Marie says the E.U. delegation will meet with
senior officials and members of Congress to
discuss the embargo issue. Some members of
Congress have threatened trade…
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Hong Kong's Top Finance Official
Says Economic Recovery on Track
Hong Kong's financial secretary says the city's
economic rebound remains on track. This rosy
economic forecast comes as the city enters a
leadership transition. Financial Secretary Henry
Tang appeared before Hong Kong's Legislative
Council in an upbeat mood Wednesday to
deliver his annual budget speech. Last year, he
said, Hong Kong's economy grew its fastest in
four years - expanding by 8.1 percent. And
thanks to land sales and a bond issue, the…
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China Passes Anti-Secession Law
Aimed at Taiwan
China's parliament has passed legislation giving
the country's military a legal basis for attacking
Taiwan if the island moves toward declaring
independence. The law was approved early
Monday by the National People's Congress - a
largely rubber-stamp legislature that approves
decisions made by the ruling Communist Party.
Beijing considers Taiwan a renegade province,
and opposes any moves by the island to boost
its international profile. The new law says…
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Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao repeated
assertions that Beijing has been making for
months. He said China eventually plans to let its
currency, the yuan, trade freely. He told
reporters at the close of China's annual
legislative session Monday said Beijing has set
no schedule to changing the yuan's peg to the
U.S. dollar. "As to the timing, the reform
measures to be adopted may come
unexpectedly," he said. The United States, the
European Union…


