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S. Korean FM Ban Ki-moon talks to reporters during his press conference in
Seoul
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Senior officials in Seoul say it will be a matter of "serious concern" if Pyongyang
does

reprocess more spent nuclear fuel into weapons material. They also say that
referring the issue to the United Nations Security Council is not out of the
question.

South Korean officials say they hope diplomacy works to persuade North Korea
to give up its nuclear weapons programs.

However, on Wednesday, South Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman Kim Sung-
chul said Seoul does not rule out taking the issue to the United Nations Security
Council, if talks do not work.

Mr. Kim said Seoul would be willing to discuss a Security Council referral only as
part of a much broader look at strategic issues, if there are no results from talks
aimed at ending North Korea's nuclear weapons programs.

His comments come as South Korean officials grow concerned about evidence
that North Korea has shut down its Yongbyon nuclear reactor, possibly to
unload used fuel rods and reprocess them to make weapons.

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-Moon says it would be a "matter of
serious concern" if North Korea were in fact reprocessing fuel. He also said
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Seoul and the United States are not discussing taking the issue to the Security
Council.

The council could impose sanctions on North Korea for violating its previous
agreements to remain free of nuclear weapons. Pyongyang has repeatedly said it
would consider sanctions to be an act of war.

The United States has been working since last June with Japan, China, South
Korea, and Russia to persuade the North to return to nuclear talks. Pyongyang
says it already has nuclear weapons and plans to make more, and has suspended
its participation in the talks.

In recent weeks, U.S. officials have indicated they could not wait indefinitely for
North Korea to return to talks, and that Washington may consider other options
to resolve the issue. What those options are has never been fully laid out.

Professor Ha Yong-chul, an East Asia specialist at Seoul National University, says
a referral to the Security Council would likely be a serious escalation of the
nuclear dispute.

"I think it's the first step toward some form of sanctions, whether it's economic
blockade, or military action. I think the six-party formula would be over," he said.

Professor Ha says a Security Council referral would increase the influence of the
United States in the matter, while diminishing that of South Korea. He says
China would also lose influence, because it would have failed to resolve the
matter through talks, despite being North Korea's only major ally.

In 1993 and 2003, the Security Council expressed its concern and urged North
Korea to comply with its past commitments. It has never voted to impose
sanctions on the North over the nuclear issue.

The United States and its regional partners have not set any formal deadlines for
North Korea to return to the six-way talks. Pyongyang says it needs a nuclear
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deterrent against what it describes as a hostile attitude by the United States,
despite repeated assurances from Washington it has no intention to attack the
North.
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Asian Issues May Dominate
Asian-African Summit
Regional Asian issues, including the rift
between China and Japan, are threatening to
overshadow this week's Asian-African Summit
in Indonesia. As a meeting between senior
officials from African and Asian nations gets
underway in Jakarta, Indonesia is gearing up for
the Friday opening of the Asian-African
Summit, where leaders of 46 nations will meet.
Among those leaders will be Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Chinese
President Hu Jintao. Their…
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North Korea Shut Down Its Main
Nuclear Reactor
North Korea has apparently shut down its main
nuclear reactor; a sign some fear could mean
the Communist nation is gearing up to
reprocess more nuclear weapons material. 
Both South Korea and the United States have
confirmed that the main reactor at North
Korea's Yongbyon nuclear power plant has been
shut down.  Security experts say there are
several reasons why that could have taken
place. Officials are giving most weight to the
fear that North…
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