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Uzbek soldiers jump out of a truck in downtown Andijon, Friday
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Large numbers of people have reportedly been killed in the former Soviet
republic of Uzbekistan as government troops seek to put down a rebellion that
began Friday. The unrest is the most serious challenge to President Islam
Karimov, who's ruled the country since Soviet times.

Clashes resumed Saturday morning in the eastern city of Andijon one day after
Uzbek army soldiers violently dispersed civilian protests.

Doctors at a city hospital say at least 50 people were killed in Friday's unrest,
with some eyewitnesses saying the death toll may be higher.

A local correspondent for the Russian NTV network reported that around 100
had been killed and 200 wounded, and that medical personnel were arriving in
the city.

Numerous eyewitnesses say soldiers fired on thousands of people who had
gathered Friday in the main city square to support armed men who freed 23
local businessmen from jail where they have been held since February.

The government says the men belong to an outlawed Islamic organization in a
country where only state-controlled religious activity is permitted.

But supporters of the men say the charges are an excuse to clamp down by a
government that human rights groups say uses torture and arbitrary arrests
against perceived opponents.
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Townspeople also say the men run businesses which provide many jobs in the
impoverished Ferghana Valley, a region that is known for its anti-government
sentiment.

The unrest is the most serious crisis to confront long-time ruler Islam Karimov,
who spent part of Friday in the embattled city before returning to the capital,
Tashkent.

A similar situation spiraled out of control in neighboring Kyrgyzstan last March
and resulted in the downfall of the authoritarian leader there.

In Washington, the White House has called for restraint to avoid further
bloodshed, as have various European governments.

Russia has watched events unfold with concern, as the Foreign Ministry blamed
the violence on "extremists" and expressed support for Mr. Karimov.

Victor Zavarzin, who heads the Defense Committee in the Russian
parliament, says the Uzbek authorities must take control of the situation, and
that Russia will limit any involvement according to international law and
agreements that exist between the two countries.

Since 2001 Uzbekistan has been host to American troops at an air base for
operations in neighboring Afghanistan. The base is located in the south far from
the scene of the unrest.
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Karimov has flown to the Eastern town of
Andijan after a prison break overnight sparked
clashes that left nine people dead and 34 others
injured. In a separate incident in the capital,
Tashkent, a security guard…

By Lisa McAdams
Sat, 10/31/2009 - 12:01 AM
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US Concerned About Violence in
Uzbekistan
The United States is concerned about the
outbreak of violence in eastern Uzbekistan. A
State Department spokesman in Washington,
Richard Boucher, has called Friday on both the
Uzbek government and the protesters to avoid
violence and seek a peaceful way out of the
crisis. The European Union is blaming
authorities in Tashkent for the violence. A
spokesman for the European Commission says
the clashes in Andijan were a consequence of
the government's lack…
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Uneasy Calm in Uzbekistan After
up to 500 Killed in Clashes
Uzbek police officers stand guard at a check
point in the surburbs of the Uzbek capital
Tashkent The eastern Uzbek city of Andijon is
mostly quiet Sunday after two days of violence
between soldiers and anti-government
demonstrators that reportedly left as many as
500 people dead. Uzbek military…

Archive

Up to 500 May Have Died During
Unrest in Uzbekistan

https://www.voanews.com/author/lisa-mcadams
https://www.voanews.com/archive
https://www.voanews.com/archive/us-concerned-about-violence-uzbekistan
https://www.voanews.com/archive
https://www.voanews.com/archive/uneasy-calm-uzbekistan-after-500-killed-clashes
https://www.voanews.com/archive
https://www.voanews.com/archive/500-may-have-died-during-unrest-uzbekistan


12/20/2020 Clashes in Uzbekistan City Continue Amid Reports of High Casualties | Voice of America - English

https://www.voanews.com/archive/clashes-uzbekistan-city-continue-amid-reports-high-casualties 4/4

Witnesses say around 500 bodies have been laid
out in a school in the town where Uzbek
soldiers fired on civilian protesters Friday.
There is information about another clash in a
border town near the scene of the earlier
unrest. A doctor in the town of Andijon says
relatives are trying to identify their loved ones
among hundreds who reportedly died when
Uzbek army troops fired on a large crowd of
demonstrators Friday. Estimates of the dead
vary widely, but many…

By Bill Gasperini
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