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The United Nations says food has now run out for the nearly 100,000 Eritrean refugees in
Ethiopia’s northern Tigray area.

“The camps will have now run out of food supplies - making hunger...a real danger, a warning
we have been issuing since the conflict began nearly a month ago,” U.N. spokesman Babar
Baloch said in Geneva on Tuesday. He added that the U.N. is worried about attacks and human
rights violations at the camps.

It has been a month since Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed announced that fighting had
started in Tigray between federal forces and local Tigray forces. Each government says the
other is illegitimate after a dispute over holding elections during the coronavirus health crisis.

Communications and transportation links to the six million people who live in the Tigray area
have been cut. The U.N. and others have made appeals to deliver food, medicine and other
supplies.

Abiy, last year’s Nobel Peace Prize winner, has refused to negotiate with Tigray leaders. Just a
few days ago, Abiy said his army was victorious, but Tigray soldiers continue to fight. Most
Tigray leaders have fled the area and are in hiding.

Under growing international pressure, Ethiopia’s government has said it will permit aid to go
through a “humanitarian corridor.” But the U.N. wants a neutral path to enter the area.

Ethiopia has assisted Eritrean refugees for nearly 20 years, “but now we fear they are caught
in the conflict,” Baloch said.
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In Tigray, the 96,000 Eritrean refugees are in a very difficult position. They live in camps in
Ethiopia near the border of their homeland, Eritrea, which they fled. There are reports that
some have been attacked or abducted. The U.N. has warned that any such actions would be
“violations of international norms.”

Eritrea has remained almost silent as the Tigray leaders accuse it of joining the conflict at
Ethiopia’s request. Abiy’s government has denied the accusation.

The U.N. said about two million people in Tigray also need assistance. Before the conflict the
number was one million. In addition, one million people have lost their homes, including
more than 45,000 Ethiopians who have fled into Sudan as refugees.

I'm Susan Shand.

The Associated Press reported this story. Susan Shand adapted it for VOA Learning English.
Hai Do was the editor.

Words in This Story

illegitimate - adj. not allowed according to rules or laws

pandemic - n. an occurrence in which a disease spreads very quickly and affects a large
number of people over a wide area or throughout the world

sovereign - adj. having independent authority and the right to govern itself
corridor - n. a narrow area of land that is known for something specified
abduct - v. to take someone away from a place by force

norms - n. standards of proper or acceptable behavior

We want to hear from you. Write to us in the Comments Section.

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/un-food-has-run-out-for-nearly-100-000-refugees-in-ethiopia/5683197 .html 2/3



12/4/2020 UN: Food Has Run Out for Nearly 100,000 Refugees in Ethiopia

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/un-food-has-run-out-for-nearly-100-000-refugees-in-ethiopia/5683197 .html 3/3



