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AS IT IS

Over 200 Whales Stuck on Beach in Australia
September 21, 2022

About 230 whales beached themselves on the western part of the Australian island of
Tasmania. It is the second such incident in recent days.

At least half are alive and animal officials are working to rescue them. They are also trying to
understand why the whales got stuck.

The whales are stuck on Ocean Beach near Macquarie Harbor in the western part of
Tasmania. Exactly two years ago, 470 whales became stuck on sand in the same area. That
time, about 100 whales were saved but the rest died.

The whales are pilot whales, which weigh between 1,000 and 2,000 kilograms and measure
over 6 meters. The International Whaling Commission says pilot whales are the species that
most often is beached in large numbers. Some scientists believe it is because they travel in
large groups and follow a leader.

Tasmania’s Department of Natural Resources said a team from the Marine Conservation
Program was heading to the area to help the whales.

The harbor does not have deep water and its entrance is known by locals as Hell’s Gate.

Linton Kringle is a salmon farmer who helped with the rescue in 2020. He told the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation this year’s work would be more difficult.

That time, he said, the whales were in the harbor so people could reach them easily on boats.
This time, they are outside of the safe area, on a beach, which means it will be harder to get
boats near them.

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/z/3521
https://iwc.int/pilot-whale
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“It’s too shallow, way too rough. My thoughts would be try to get them onto a vehicle if we
can’t swim them out,” Kringle added.

Vanessa Pirotta is a wildlife scientist who studies animals like whales and dolphins. She said
the fact that the whales have gotten stuck around the same place during the same part of the
year suggests “there might be something environmental here.”

There was another incident of whales getting stuck in Tasmania on Monday. In the northern
part of the island state, 14 sperm whales were found on King Island.

One scientist called that incident even more unusual than the pilot whales getting stuck.

Olaf Meynecke is a marine scientist at Griffith University in Australia. He said warmer ocean
temperatures could be forcing the whales into different areas to look for food.

“When they do this, they are not in the best physical condition because they might be
starving, so this can lead them to take more risks and maybe go closer to shore,” Meynecke
said.

I’m Dan Friedell.

Dan Friedell adapted this story for VOA Learning English based on a report by the Associated
Press.

________________________________________________________________________

Words in This Story

beach –v. when a large ocean animal such as a whale comes out of the water and onto land
and cannot return to the water

species –n. a group of animals that are similar and can produce young

shallow –adj. describing a small distance from the surface of the water to the bottom

shore –n. the land along an area of water
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We want to hear from you. Do you think the whales will get back in the water?

We have a new comment system. Here is how it works:

Each time you return to comment on the Learning English site, you can use your account and
see your comments and replies to them. Our comment policy is here.

1. Write your comment in the box.

2. Under the box, you can see four images for social media accounts. They are for Disqus,
Facebook, Twitter and Google.

3. Click on one image and a box appears. Enter the login for your social media account. Or
you may create one on the Disqus system. It is the blue circle with “D” on it. It is free.

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/p/5378.html

