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AS IT IS

City in Pakistan Ranked Worst for Air Quality
March 14, 2023

Pakistan’s second-largest city, Lahore, has been named the city with the most polluted air in
the world in 2022.

IQAir, a Swiss company that makes air puri�ers, puts out a yearly world air quality report.
�e report is recognized by researchers and government agencies around the world.

IQAir measures air pollution based on the presence of airborne particles that damage the
lungs. �e particles are called PM2.5. �e measurements for IQAir’s report come from 30,000
air quality monitors in 131 countries around the world.

In 2022, Lahore had 97.4 micrograms of PM2.5 per cubic meter. �at is up from 86.5 in 2021.
�e Chinese city of Hotan was second, with 94.3 micrograms.

Two cities in India came next on the list: Bhiwadi, which is outside of Dehli, and Dehli itself.
�ose cities both measured at over 92 micrograms.

�e World Health Organization (WHO) has said cities should have a maximum measurement
of just 5 micrograms of PM2.5 per cubic meter. �at means the most polluted cities on IQAir’s
list have 18 to 20 times more than the acceptable level.

IQAir also said the African nation of Chad was the world’s most polluted country in 2022. �e
average measurement in Chad was 89.7. Iraq was second at 80.1. Pakistan was third and
Bahrain was fourth.

In 2021, the most-polluted nation was Bangladesh. It moved down to ��h in 2022.
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India and Pakistan had the worst air quality among countries in Central and South Asia. Sixty
percent of people living in Central and South Asia live in areas with extremely poor air
quality, the report said.

�e IQAir report also noted that 10 percent of the world’s people live in a place where air
quality threatens their health.

�e U.S. territory of Guam in the Paci�c Ocean had cleaner air than any country, IQAir said.
For a capital city, Canberra, Australia ranked as having the cleanest air.

I’m Dan Friedell.

Dan Friedell adapted this story for VOA Learning English based on a report by Reuters.

_________________________________________________________________

Words in �is Story

survey –n. an act of studying something in order to make a judgment about it

_________________________________________________________________

We want to hear from you. How is the air where you live?

We have a new comment system. Here is how it works:

Each time you return to comment on the Learning English site, you can use your account and
see your comments and replies to them. Our comment policy is here.

1. Write your comment in the box.

2. Under the box, you can see four images for social media accounts. �ey are for Disqus,
Facebook, Twitter and Google.

3. Click on one image and a box appears. Enter the login for your social media account. Or
you may create one on the Disqus system. It is the blue circle with “D” on it. It is free.

https://www.iqair.com/us/world-air-quality-report
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/p/5378.html
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